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4. 

 

Biodiversity Strategy 

 

The Biodiversity Strategy (2008) provides a framework and guide for the management of biodiversity 

in the Gosford area that is consistent with regional, state, national and international strategies, plans 

and policies. The following Actions in the Biodiversity Strategy are applicable to the Planning Proposal: 

 

3. Environmental zoned lands need to be retained with current minimum lot area standards 

to enable the lot sizes to allow sufficient space for land uses to occur without loss of 

biodiversity. 

7. Focus development around existing urban centres to maintain the urban development in 

the existing urban footprint to protect agricultural and environmentally sensitive lands. 
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The Planning Proposal is consistent with this Strategy in that it proposes to rationalise the residential 

zone along the Central Coast Highway frontage and protect all the EEC under an appropriate E2 

Environmental Conservation zone. The existing rural residential land with access off Bakali Road is 

zoned 7(c2) and is therefore not within the urban footprint. However, this land is adjacent to urban 

lands and subdivision/development controls will be able to ensure that future development does not 

adversely impact on the conservation value of the 7(a) zoned land on the western side of Bakali Road. 

 

Coastal Open Space System Strategy 

 

The COSS Strategy does not identify any part of the subject site as being required for the Coastal 

Open Space System. The land does adjoin Current and Proposed COSS land located on the western 

side of Bakali Road. 

 

Residential Strategy 

The Residential Strategy states that: 

Rural Scenic Protection [7(c2)] and Rural Conservation [7(a)] zoned land are key components in creating 

the character of the area, as well as being significant ecological elements of Gosford. These areas should 

not be seen as holding zones for residential subdivision or zones that allow more intense development. 

The quality of the areas themselves is important with the retention of the existing balance between 

natural bushland and man-made rural environment a key to this quality. 

 

Regarding this statement the following Actions are specified: 

 

The determination of proposed rezonings involving Rural Scenic Protection and Conservation zoned land 

should be assessed for its effects on those aspects which are important to the natural characteristics of 

Gosford. These include water quality, retention of visually important and species significant flora, the 

protection of significant faunal habitats and maintenance on non-urban buffers between urban areas. 

 

Rural Conservation and Scenic Protection areas are an acknowledged important element in the natural 

characteristics of Gosford and should not be seen as "future" residential land. 

 

The proposed Residential zoning of the land fronting the Central Coast Highway reflects the existing 

residential character of the area. The proposed zoning of land accommodating an Endangered 

Ecological Community and which is flood liable to E2 Environmental Conservation reflects the natural 

characteristics of the land and is thus consistent with this strategy. 

 

The 7(c2) zoned land to the west of the existing houses fronting the Central Coast Highway is serviced 

by water and sewer. Any stormwater runoff would have to be restricted to pre-development flows so 
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as not to adversely impact on the water quality of Wamberal Lagoon. This will be need to be 

addressed in a site -specific DCP. 

 

Draft Residential Strategy 

 

The Draft Residential Strategy identifies the following objective and goal relevant to the Planning 

Proposal: 

 

Objective - Ensure adequate supply of land and sites for residential development. 

Goal - locating housing supply to minimise impact on physical characteristics and infrastructure 

capabilities. 

 

This objective and goal are explained as: 

 

The depletion of natural resources has led to the adoption of sustainable development policies by 

government. These policies promote, as its ideal solution, the use and renewal of existing resources. This 

ideal, as it relates to housing, translates to a primary emphasis upon redevelopment of existing urban 

areas within the existing 'urban footprint'. 

 

The land fronting the Central Coast Highway is already developed as residential sized lots and is 

serviced by existing infrastructure. Hence zoning such land to residential is a rationalisation of the 

existing urban footprint, not an expansion of it. Likewise, the zoning of the rural residential land to the 

west of these houses to R2 is a rationalisation of the zone boundary as this land directly adjoins the 

urban footprint. 

 

Policy D2.02 – Rezoning of Land Zoned Conservation & Scenic Protection (Conservation) 

7(a)/Environmental Conservation E2 

 

As part of the subject land is zoned 7(a), this Policy applies. The Policy objectives are: 

 

1 To define objectives for the Conservation 7(a) / E2 zone to ensure the long-term preservation of the 

scenic and environmental qualities of the region and to ensure Planning Proposals (i.e. LEPs) are 

consistent with the prescribed objectives. 

2 To establish criteria to be used by Council to assess requirements to prepare a Planning Proposal. (i.e. 

local environmental plan) primarily for the purpose of providing dedication of strategically 

environmentally/scenically important land for the community benefit in exchange for additional 

development rights having regard to the land’s attributes pertaining to the zone boundary of the 7(a) 

Conservation zone / Environmental Conservation E2, but also for the purpose to alter the zone, uses, 

subdivision or other provisions. 
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The objectives of the 7(a) zone are: 

 

a) The conservation and rehabilitation of areas of high environmental value. 

b) The preservation and rehabilitation of areas of high visual and scenic quality in the natural 

landscape. 

c) The provision and retention of suitable habitats for native flora and fauna. 

d) The prohibition of development on or within proximity to significant ecosystems, including 

rainforests, estuarine wetlands etc. 

e) The provision and retention of areas of visual contrast within the City, particularly the 

"backdrop" created by retention to the ridgelines in their natural state. 

f) The provision of opportunities for informal recreation pursuits, such as bushwalking, picnic areas, 

environmental education, etc in appropriate locations. 

g) The minimisation or prohibition of development so that the environmental and visual qualities of 

the natural areas are not eroded by the cumulative impact of incremental individually minor 

developments. 

h) The minimisation or prohibition of development in areas that are unsuitable for development by 

virtue of soil erosion, land slip, slope instability, coastal erosion or bushfire hazard. 

 

As the north-western part of the subject land is zoned 7(a) it has been identified as having 

characteristics of environmental value, scenic quality and habitat for native flora and fauna. As this part 

of the site is proposed to be zoned E2 Environmental Conservation the conservation and preservation 

of the existing vegetation will be continued which is consistent with this Policy and the objectives 

mentioned above. 

 

Coastal Lagoons Management Plan 

 

The whole of the subject site is within the Wamberal Lagoon Catchment. Land on the eastern side of 

the Central Coast Highway is zoned R2 and drains westward through the subject site, to the adjoining 

land to the west that is zoned 7(a) Conservation and is identified as Existing COSS and Proposed COSS. 

 

The Coastal Lagoons Management Plan has the following relevant strategy: 

 

Restrict any rezoning of land within the lagoon catchments that increases density of development. 

 

The proposed residential zoning of the land fronting the Central Coast Highway reflects the residential 

scale development currently in existence. Although the extended residential zone to the west of the 

existing row of houses represents an increase in density, it is of sufficient area to accommodate 

erosion control and stormwater detention measures thus ensuring any threat to the water quality of 

Wamberal Lagoon is not exacerbated. Any future subdivision is required to be implemented in 
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accordance with Gosford DCP 2013 with chapters relevant to water quality being Chapter 6.3 Erosion 

and Sedimentation Control and Chapter 6.7 Water Cycle Management. 

 

Draft Coastal Zone Management Plan for Gosford Coastal Lagoons 

 

The Gosford Lagoons Coastal Zone Management Plan provides a strategic framework and action plan 

for the future management of Wamberal Lagoon, Terrigal Lagoon, Avoca Lake and Cockrone Lake. The 

Final Draft Coastal Zone Management Plan for Gosford Lagoons was adopted by the former Gosford 

Council on 9 June 2015 but is yet to be certified by the Minister for Planning. The objectives of the 

Coastal Zone Management Plan are outlined below: 

 

▪ To improve water quality 

▪ To improve the condition of natural bushland and riparian vegetation 

▪ To improve water bird habitat 

▪ To protect threatened species 

▪ To protect aquatic and marine vegetation 

▪ To protect wetland fauna such as fish 

▪ To protect the educational value of Wamberal Lagoon 

▪ To protect the flood mitigation value of the entrance management policy 

▪ To protect the recreational swimming value (primary contact water quality) 

▪ To protect the tourism value 

▪ To protect indigenous cultural heritage 

 

The whole of the subject site is within the Wamberal Lagoon Catchment. Land on the eastern side of 

the Central Coast Highway is zoned R2 and drains westward through the subject site, to the adjoining 

land to the west that is zoned 7(a) Conservation and is identified as COSS land. 

 

The proposed residential zoning of the land fronting the Central Coast Highway reflects the residential 

scale development currently in existence. Although the extended residential zone to the west of the 

existing row of houses represents an increase in density, it is of sufficient area to accommodate 

erosion control and stormwater detention measures thus ensuring any threat to the water quality of 

Wamberal Lagoon is not exacerbated. Any future subdivision is required to be implemented in 

accordance with Gosford DCP 2013 with chapters relevant to water quality being Chapter 6.3 Erosion 

and Sedimentation Control and Chapter 6.7 Water Cycle Management. 

 

The land that accommodates Endangered Ecological Communities is proposed to be zoned E2 

Environmental Conservation which will protect the threatened species currently on the site. 
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