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Dear Ms Mewing, 

Re. Request for DoI Water Comment on Planning Proposal – Amendment of 
Wyong Local Environment Plan 2013 - Land Rezoning 380 Motorway Link, 

Wallarah 

 

I refer to your correspondence dated 5 March 2018 requesting comments from Department 

of Industry – Water (DoI Water) on a Planning proposal to amend the Wyong Local 

Environment Plan 2013.   

DoI Water understands that this amendment is to permit rezoning of Lots 1, 2 and 3 DP 

1156997, 380 Motorway Link, Wallarah from its current zoning,  RU6 Transition, to a 

combination of ‘E2 Environmental Conservation’ and ‘IN1 General Industrial zoning’. The 

proposal seeks to apply  ‘E2 Environmental Conservation’  to the southern portion of Lot 1 

and ‘IN1 General Industrial’ zoning to the northern portion of Lot 1 and the entirety of Lots 2 

& 3. 

The proposal is accompanied by an indicative concept plan for proposed future subdivision 

of the site. DoI Water has reviewed the “Planning Proposal Lots 1-3 DP 1156997, 380 

Motorway, Wallarah, File No: RZ/14/2014” and associated studies and maps. Based on the 

information provided, DoI Water provides the following advice on the proposal. 

Riparian Corridor Protection and Management 
 

• DoI Water notes a first order watercourse is mapped as being located in the same 

location as the indicative subdivision plan. A copy of the mapped streams are shown 

in Attachment 1 and the indicative site layout plan in Attachment 2.  

• DoI Water may not support removal of “undetermined” water courses until further 

investigation is undertaken to understand the characteristics of the watercourse and 

determine appropriate riparian management. DoI water may require detailed 

information to assist in assessment including good quality photographs of the 

location of the mapped watercourse and a detailed decription of the site in 
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accordance with DoI Water guidelines for Controlled activities. Please note that these 

guidelines were updated in July 2012. For revised guidelines, please refer to: 

http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-Licensing/Approvals/Controlled-

Activities/default.aspx     

• DoI Water notes the southern portion of the indicative site layout plan may be located 

within 40m of the fourth order watercourse to the south, Wallarah Creek, and the 

western portion within 30 m of the third order watercourse to the west (see 

attachment 2). DoI Water’s ‘Guidelines for Riparian Corridors on Waterfront Land’ 

stipulates that an appropriate riparian corridor width is 10 m from the top of the 

highest bank for a first order watercourse, 30 m from the top of the highest bank for a 

third order watercourse and 40 m from the top of the highest bank for a fourth order 

watercourse. 

• DoI Water’s preference is for all riparian corridor’s to be zoned E2 (Environmental 

Conservation) in line with the LEP Practice Note PN09-002 ‘Environmental Protection 

Zones’ (available on NSW Department of Planning &amp; Environment’s website), to 

afford adequate protection of these environmentally sensitive areas. 

• It is noted that the majority of and fourth order watercourses are generally located 

within existing bushland and will be retained.   

• Riparian offsetting will be required for any watercourses that are identified as ‘rivers’ 

and that are proposed for removal.  

• DoI Water recommends that APZs are located wholly within the urban development 

land and not in riparian corridors. 

• The LEP should include reference to the requirement for controlled activity approvals 

(CAAs) to be obtained from DPI Water for activities undertaken on waterfront land 

(within 40m of the top of bank of the watercourse) and also the need for all activities 

on waterfront land to be consistent with the ‘NSW Guidelines for Controlled Activities 

on waterfront land (2012)’. 

Groundwater  
 

• There is potential for impacts to Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDEs) to 

occur with development of proposed industrial precinct. 

• Prior to approval an understanding the groundwater environment and how it relates 

to surface water is required. 

• The potential impact on groundwater and GDEs should be addressed as part of the 

precinct planning to ensure that the location of sites likely to have ongoing 

environmental impact (e.g. playing fields with effluent irrigation facility have been 

thoroughly assessed in regard to the underlying hydrogeology, in particular 

consideration of potential groundwater discharge to bounding deeply incised rivers 

and its contribution to their base flow needs to be specifically addressed.   

• The proposal for connection to reticulated sewer and water is supported to mitigate 

impacts to the quantity and quality of surface water and groundwater systems. 

Stormwater Management 

• Impacts of the proposed future development on water quality should be considered.  

• Appropriate stormwater management should be implemented to minimise impacts on 

downstream environments such as riparian areas, groundwater and adjoining land.  
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• DoI Water considers all stormwater treatment measures should be consistent with 

Water Sensitive Urban Design objectives and to aid in the protection of the receiving 

water source quality, all stormwater runoff must be appropriately treated at its source 

and/ or diverted through the stormwater treatment process designed for the site, prior 

to discharge from the site. 

In regards to riparian management and protection, DoI Water requests to be engaged during 

the lodgement of the gateway application for the proposed rezoning.  

Should you require further information please contact Alexander Beavis, Water Regulation 

Officer on (02) 4904 2527.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
Irene Zinger 
Manager Regulatory Operations - Metro 
Department of Industry – Water 
 
31 March 2018 
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Attachments 

 

Attachment 1. Mapped watercourse on Lots 1-2 DP 1156997 and Strahler Stream Order 



 
  

DoI Water  |  Page 5 of 5  
 

  

Attachment 2. Indicative subdivision plan from page 8 of ‘Planning Proposal Lots 1 -3 DP 1156997, 380 Motorway, Wallarah, File No: RZ/14/2014’ 

 


